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Anifilm 2026 Has Announced the winners of International Competitions and Is Entering Its Final Stage
The International Festival of Animated Films Anifilm is entering its final stage; this evening, the awards ceremony for the international competitions in film and game categories has taken place in the Lidové sady Cultural and Social Centre.
The international competition sections included 10 feature films, 34 short films, 35 student films, 30 music videos, 24 abstract and non-narrative films and 9 VR films. In addition, 17 video games and 12 student games competed to gain the festival’s recognition.
The Award for the Best Feature Film for Children and Young Audience went to Olivia and the Invisible Earthquake directed by Irene Iborra Rizo from Spain. The film tells a story of twelve-year-old Olivia, her brother Tim and their mother Ingrid find themselves in a difficult situation. When the family is forced to move out of their apartment, Olivia convinces Tim that they're all part of the filming of their mother’s latest film and their new friends and neighbours are just other actors. Their story highlights how important it is to hope for a better tomorrow and to find support in a sense of belonging that hardship sometimes brings out in people. The jury explained their decision as follows, “We award this film with empathetic child's perspective on difficult social issues, sensibility towards mental health, family ties and power of friendship.” 
The Award for the Best Feature Films for Adults went to Endless Cookie, a unique animated documentary by the Canadian directorial duo Seth and Peter Scriver, who are stepbrothers and tell their story through memories. One of them is white and the other, on his mother's side, is a member of the North American indigenous population. A collage of stories gradually opens up themes such as exploring one's own identity and ethnicity, the resistance of the indigenous people to colonisation, social exclusion and bizarre family relationships. Film is also extraordinary thanks to its ubiquitous humour, self-irony and “insane” visual style. The jury praised the film as follows, “Endless Cookie is genuinely bold in addressing the topic of minorities. With honesty, irony and funky visual style, it shows us a family album of relatable, quirky and lovable characters that reflects the toxic relationship with Canadian society.”
The category of short films was won by the puppet film Winter in March directed by Armenian director Natalia Mirzoyan. The film was made as a co-production of four countries, Estonia, Armenia, Belgium and France, and follows a young Russian couple on the run in the aftermath of the invasion of Ukraine as they fear repression by the Russian regime. However, their journey soon turns into a surreal nightmare. The jury supported their decision with the following statement, “We have chosen a film dealing with a subject that has weighed heavily on Europe, but most of all on Ukraine. The story follows the journey of a young couple fleeing Russia soon after the outbreak of the war. Among the many things we admire about this film are its incredible animation technique—which translates emotional turbulences into stitches, seams and fabrics—its strong female lead, and its overall powerful storytelling.”
Out of Student Films, the jury has ruled in favour of Floating made by Serbian director Jelena Milunović from Filmuniversität Babelsberg, Germany. It tells the story of a father and daughter whose relationship is strained as his mental illness progresses, causing him to lose touch with reality. The jury praised both the film and its direction, saying, “In only seven minutes, this film manages to show empathy, imagination and tenderness about mental illness, while avoiding stereotypical thinking about this subject. The director transforms her painful personal experience into an intimate universe.”
The main award for Non-Narrative and Abstract Animation went to Sakshi Jain, an Indian director living in the United States for So Many Different Things, where she animated tiny unrelated black-and-white drawings. The award for Best Music Video will travel all the way to Japan to director Hoji Tsuchiya for his video for Prime by musician Tomoaki Baba. The special mention in the same category was won by the directorial duo Julie Černá and Lene Lekše for their video for Pařezy by Czech musician Johuš Matuš. The category of VR films was dominated by Kristina Buožytė and Vitalijus Žukas from Lithuania and their VR film Creation of the Worlds, inspired by the visionary paintings and music of the Lithuanian genius Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis. The award for Best Computer Games for Children went to Michael Frei's Time Flies from the Swiss studio Playables and the award for Best Visual Art in Computer Game went to Carimara by Bastien Mahaut from Bastinus Rex. The Best Student Computar Game was awarded to SPRKLS.exe from the creative team of Stanislav Khaidarov, Egor Tomilov, Alexey Klishin, and Sofia Maslennikova.
One of the awards were solely in the hands of festival visitors. The Audience Award of the Liberec Region went to the film Dog Ear by the Hungarian director Péter Vácz. 
The winners of international competitions were selected by a distinguished panel of jurors, including Hungarian director Áron Gauder, who co-created the successful animated feature film The District! and directed another successful animated feature Four Souls of Coyote, which he personally introduced at this year's Anifilm. The jury also included Polish director Izabela Plucińska, whose work include Jam Session, which won the Silver Bear at the Berlinale. Another juror was animator, director, innovator, and Emmy Award winner Dillon Markey, who has worked on the series Robot Chicken and the Oscar-nominated short Fresh Guacamole (directed by PES). The film Panther, also an Oscar-nominee, was directed by another of this year's jurors, Vuk Jevremović. In addition to the jurors, other prominent and well-known figures attended this year's festival; it was impossible to overlook game creator, game designer, and director Jordan Mechner, who is best known as the creator of the Prince of Persia game series and as a co-screenwriter for the film Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time. Another distinguished guest was Andrzej Radka, who, as an animator, contributed to the famous films of the Irish studio Cartoon Saloon, which this year's Anifilm brought back with screenings of Brendan and the Secret of Kells, Song of the Sea, and Wolfwalkers. The latter film was also featured in an exhibition of original artifacts at the Museum of Fine Arts in Liberec. 
At the opening ceremony of Anifilm, the winners of the national competition Czech Horizon, selected by the Council of Animated Film, were announced. The PPF Foundation Award for Best Short and Feature Film went to Bára Anna Stejskalová for her puppet short 9 Million Colors. The Czech Television Award for Best Czech Animated Work, given across categories, went to directors David Súkup, Patrik Pašš, Leon Vidmar a Jean-Claude Rozec for the feature film Tales from the Magic Garden. The award for Best Student Film was awarded to Jamaica Kindlová, the director of Gently. Baldies directed by Eliška Soffer Podzimek won the award for Best Series. The award for Best Czech Commissioned Work went to Jakub Kouřil for the spot Czechia: A Country on the Coast made for the Czechia 2026 project for the occasion of the Czech Republic being the Guest of Honour at the Frankfurt Book Fair. And the award for Best Czech Music Video went to Smrt žije by Prago Union co-directed by Anna Růžková and Arian Berný.
Anifilm also saw the third edition of pitching for the Czech Horizon Grant supported by the PPF Foundation, whose objective is to support production of Czech auteur professional short animated films. The jury chose to support five projects: Lightsiders directed by Jan Drozd; What Water Took directed by Ondřej Moravec; The Beach directed by Marek Náprstek; Psychoskop Tannenwald directed by Agáta Mayerová and Vojtěch Kiss, and Party directed by Anna Mastníková. Game Pitch Arena Liberec 2026 focused on video games, with first place going to Terézia Dostálová's game Gerry Dae from Lost Backyard Games; second place to Boris Brncalaz's project Grayton the Detective from Studio Incidental Minds; and third place to Dnowhere, created by Matous Pilny. The winning projects shared a financial grant from the PPF Foundation amounting to a total of 10,000 EUR, premium support packages from Sail.game, and a marketing package from FuchsDachs.

About This Year's Anifilm Programme
The six-day festival offered a variety of film, music, and exhibition programmes that took place alongside the competition sections. This year, Anifilm invited audiences into a world of myths and legends. Greek mythology was one of the main sources of inspiration, but the festival didn't stop at the ancient world. The films Brendan and the Secret of Kells, Song of the Sea and Wolfwalkers from the aforementioned Cartoon Saloon studio are based on Irish myths. The audience was also treated to the Epic of Gilgamesh and a programme dedicated to diverse cultures and their ideas about the creation of the world. Slavic and Arab mythology were featured alongside the legends of the Inuit and North American Indians. The theme of myths and legends also permeated other programme sections, such as Classics Rebooted, Midnight Animation, and the children's section Animo. And just as every year, Anifilm also featured short films nominated for Academy Awards. The jurors personally introduced their film collections and their work in the world of animation and video games. The festival also included the mini-retrospective Taking Stock. To mark the festival's 25th anniversary, the programme brought back a series of films that had won awards in previous years' competitions. The School of Animation, with support from the PPF Foundation, organized workshops in the newly renovated Lidové sady, where children and adults alike created their own animated films under the guidance of instructors. The newly built Linserka cultural and creative centre hosted presentations and play sessions for games in- and outside competition, which visitors could try out in the Game Zone. The GameCraft workshop was also available, offering the opportunity to create one's first video game. The extra programme on offer included exhibitions, concerts, theatre performances, and a dubbing and foley studio. 
However, the festival would not make any sense without the most important ingredient of all— the programme of this year's edition of Anifilm attracted more than 38,000 visitors.
For more on Anifilm, go to www.anifilm.cz
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